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How is that so? Each program s different, but
what they do have in common is that each skill
or talent is to be performed or shown. Singing,
dancing, acting, cooking, playing an instrument
and drawing all produce a product. That product
may be shapes on a paper, new flavor of food on
a plate, heard from a voice or from a keyboard,
watched as a story is being told and even for
entertainment and the list could go on. What is
important to know here is that in order to get to
the product, dance, song, food, etc., the indi-
vidual must create it while working individually
or on a team. Generating "work" for others to
enjoy can provide any child with the enthusiasm
to succeed!

Selecting The Right PrOGRrAM

How to pick your program? Everyone will

have their own "“idea” of what to look for in a
program. Many studios and theatre programs
suggest you visit the studio, observe several
classes and take a trial class to see if it's a good
fit. You would want to look for instructors who
are genuinely enthusiastic about teaching and
working with children of all ages.

One important piece of the puzzle that you may
want to consider...is the program recreational or
competitive? Recreational dance programs are
about fun, instructional and will typically have
one or two classes a week in ballet, jazz, tap,
clogging, hip hop or musical theatre.

Then there are competitive dance and music
programs. Just as in travel baseball, soccer

and basketball, these competitive dance and
music programs require more practice, time and
financial investment. If you are looking to enter
a beginners program and have hopes for your
child to leap into the competitive world, you may
want to look for programs who offer it down the
road., mainly to avoid having to move your child
to a new program. Just remember that even if

a program does not offer a competitive team,
instructional and advancement classes and
programs are available for the student looking
to perfect or enhance their talent and skill.

There are many good reasons to enroll your
child into any “art” program. Classes in art,
music, dance, performing and even culinary will
provide your child an avenue to express and
develop. Assess your child's needs, speak with
parents from the school (if possible) and visit
the facility to assist you in selecting your school.

Still bashful and shy? Allow your child to take a
leap...bashful and shy will be “no more."” TPN

12 THE PARENT NOTEBOOK MAGAZINE | SepTemser 2011




tudents witih ADHD

B s

Bringing A Topic or
Subjecr 1o Life

BY WENDY HIRSCH WEINER, ED.D.

he performing and visual arts are all
around us and in our daily lives. When we

look at a billboard, watch a movie or listen
to a jingle on the radio, we are experiencing art.
Even the magazine you are now reading was put
together by graphic designers, artists and other
creative individuals with a vision. An educa-
tion through the arts brings to the student a
world of possibilities and new ways of look-
ing at subject matter. The arts are essential to
preserving the cultural identity of a country and
people. When we think of Independence Day,
what comes to mind are patriotic songs, the
American flag and fireworks. | could not imagine
a 4th of July without. Yet, in a world without
the arts, the holiday would be rejoiced with only
a passage to be read.

The arts need not to be a subject a part from
English, social studies, science, math and
foreign language, but intertwined in the lessons
to bring out the vibrancy of each subject. The
purpose of the social studies course is not
really to memorize facts so that on Jeopar-

dy we can recall when particular individuals
were beheaded. The purpose is to understand
the stories of different generations and how
cultures influenced one another. During most of
history, traditions and stories to perpetuate the
culture were taught through art, plays, music
and dance.

Teaching and learning should reflect the culture
of our society, which is deeply embedded in the
arts. United States history can easily come alive
by not only teaching that Francis Scott Key
wrote the Star Spangled Banner, but by teach-
ing the students the actual lyrics and having
them learn the melody and play the song.
Students studying a foreign language would
find it far more interesting to learn vocabulary
and phrases by rehearsing play for a produc-
tion, than to memorize a list of words on a
page. Teaching students to draw, helps them to
get their visions down on paper and is impor-
tant when trying to explain a science project,

a model of a house or even creating a video
game. Knowing how to draw is an essential skill
students will need throughout life.

The integration of art into the core subject
matter or in a family, should not be viewed as an
afterthought or a fun enrichment product. The
arts need to be viewed as a priority as a method
of teaching and skills necessary for ones future
in order to perpetuate the culture of society. 7PN
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